no                         THE INDIAN MUTINY.                  CH. xin.

CHAPTEE XIII.
THE  KOTAH  CONTINGENT.
m
OUR wars with the native princes had usually one of two
terminations. We either annexed their- territories, or
we compelled them to maintain an addition to our
armies. These new troops we raised, disciplined, and
officered; the conquered sovereign defrayed their ex-
penses. Being liable for general service, only tinder
certain emergencies they received the name of con-
tingents. Of this description was the force that Captain
Dennys commanded. The officers of the different con-
tingents were drawn from the line regiments. The trans-
fer was accompanied by promotion or other advantages
that caused it to be somewhat sought after.
The Kotah contingent had been sent to Muttra osten-
sibly to restore order, really that it might be outside
Agra, and yet within call, till the authorities there could
make up their minds about admitting it. Some of Mr.
Colvin's advisers thought the force mutinous and better
away. Others put faith in its loyalty, and wished it
brought in to take the place of the disbanded regiments.
The discussions on the matter were many and anxious;
each party held to their opinions. Meanwhile, the con-
tingent remained with me.
A detailed record of our proceedings would now be
very uninteresting; I shall not attempt it. "We remained